Hopetonn Ruailway :

little tricks of the boomsters ure being

indulged in on every occasion in refer-
ence to this field. The tricks to which I
refer ure the ostentatious display in the
newspapers of advertisements calling for
przu.tu.al winers, inches of advertisements
in the goldfields papers. asking for good
practicul miners, and J know of many
miners down there at the present time
who cannot get work to do.  This is one
of the most meun and contemitible tricks
of the beomnster, knowing that when the

7 Decenmg,

men gei there they will not be able to get
work., Carpenters have told me that if

1he field is a good and genuine one, com-
mensorate with the mereased price on the
Tondon wmarkel, they woull not be
working hali-time Dbut double time.
Apother mean feature about it goes to
show that the people in charge of things
down there have something up their
sleeve. Thev have shown
hoof too soou. They bave started re-
lucing wages, feeling assured that they
will get the railway and that they
will get everything else worth having,
widt they are going to run the field to
it themselves. 1 do not want to have
iy association with this matter at all,
ind therefore I shall vote for the amend-
nent. I remurked the other night this
vas one of the lines that in the event of

the cloven

woper inforwation being forthcowming, I -

ihould support, but the information and

Al the circamstances surrounding it are .

ach that I wish to havenothing to do with
t. If the field developments are such as
o justify the buildiog of the railway, so
nuch the better. I have watched what
s been going on locally, and I say there

re too many financial deadbeais buzzing

round like a Jot of cats, to suit my
aste. The oosulum birds are hovering
vund, There are a few malodorcus
iems in connection with railways in other
arts of the Commonwealth. This one
t ta be added to the list. I shall sup-
nrt the ameodment of the Leader of
e Opposition.

Amenlment put, and a division taken
uth the folowing result :—

Aves 10
Nues 22
Majority against 12
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AYEY. NoEs.
2. Bath Mr. Burnett
Mr. Collier AMr, Brehter
Mr, Duglish Mr. H. Brown
Mr, Heltmann Mr. Cowcher
Mr, Holman Mr. Eddy
Mr. Scaddan Mr, Ewing
My, Stourt Mr. Gordon
Mr, Wolker Mr. Gregory
Mr. Ware Mr, Huyward
Mr. Troy (Tcller). Alr. Horun,
3Mr, Hudson
Mr. Keeunn
Mr. Laymun
Mr. Mitchell
| Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr. Stone
. Mr, Underwood
+ Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr, P, Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Tellor).

Amendiment thus negatived.
Question put and passed.
Bill read u second time,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Premies: Railway Plan of
proposed route of Jundakot-Armadale
Railway.

ADJOUURNMENT.

The House adjourned at two minutes
te 1 ¢'clock a.., unt]l the Friday after-
noon.

Legislative Courncil,
Friday, 7th December, 1506.
PasE
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Loan, Schedule 1 nﬂ_qumcd, pmm-ac.‘] ... 3960
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Jandakot-Armadale, Ir. ., .. 3571

Tae PRESIDENT touk the Chair at
4:30 o’clock p.m.

Praxers.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the COLONIAL SECRETARY :—
(1.} Roads Act, 1902—Preston Koad
Board Amended By-laws. (2.) Ceme-
tevics Act, 1897: (a.) Balunce-sheet of
the Karrakatta, Bulong, and Kalgoorlie
Cemeteries. (b.) Fremantle Public Ceme-
tery By-laws. (3.) Parks und Reserves
Act, 1895—By-laws of Caves Reserves.
(4) Land Act, 1898-—Amendment of
Residential Lease Regulations.

QUESTION—LQAN MONEY SPENT ON
BUILDINGS.

How. M. L. MOSS asked the Colonial
Secretary : What is the amount of loan
funds that has been expended on public
buildings since the 1st of June 1906 ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied : —£21,276 12s., from the 1st June
to the 6th December 1906,

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS, EX-

TENSION,.

Tue , COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved—

That on and after Monday next, for the re-
mainder of the session the House do meet at
3 p.m. instead of 4'30 p.m., for the despatch of
business,

Members knew why the motion was
moved. It was expected that Parliament
would prorogue on I'bursday next, and if
we met earher each duy there would be
more time for the consideration of Bills.

Horn. W. KinesminL: We had never
done this before.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY wus
not aware whether there was any prece-
dent for it, though last session on one
oceusion the House met at 10 o’'clock in
the forenoon.

Howv. W. KingsMILL: Onthe last day

only.
'lJ‘JH.E COLONIATL SECRETARY : It
wis hetter to meet at 3 o'clock each day,
than to meet so early on the last day und
rush things through.

Question put and passed.

[COUNCI1..)

BILLS—THIRD READING. ]

Appropriation Bill, Excess Bill, passed.

Resarves Rededication.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES
REDEDICATION.

SECOND READING.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
{(Hon. J. D. Connolly), in moving the
second reading, said : It is not necessary
for me to say much about this Bill, it is one
of many similar Bills brought down each
session to alter the destiny of certain
reserves. When the Permanent Reserves
Act was passed it took the disposal of
these reserves from the hands of the
Governor-in-Council and provided that
these matters be dealt with by Act
of Parliament. This Bill deals with Four
reserves. The first is an amendment to
Class A. reserve, 9,286 at Kalgoorlie.
The Education Department desires to
erect another school to accommodate the
children in the south-west portion of the
city, and this is considered the wmost
suitable site. It is proposed to take away
a small portion of the reserve which was
set apart for recreation and drainage
purposes. The smull piece taken
away will not impair the efficiency of
the reserve as a recreation ground.
This EKalgoorlie reserve, situate at the
south-west corner, contains 74f acres,
and is principally for drainage. The
Education Department propose to tuke a
small portion of it.

Hon. J. W. Hacererr: Has the
municipal council approved of it ?

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY : Yes,
The various town councils haveapproved
of the proposals. This rescrve is vested in
the municipality, and that council is wii-
ling to bave an excision of five acres for the
purpose named, leaving about 634 acres
still in the reserve. The next is a Class
A reserve mentioned in Clause 2, at
Subiaco. I bave here a map with a
sketch of Subiaco, and members will see
that the reserve is hounded- by Rokeby
Road, Hensman Road, Bagot Road, and
Ha.melsley Road. That 1s the reserve
where the gardens, public buildings, and
police station are sitvate. Tiis propos:,d
to grant a block to the Preshyterians of
100 links frontage at the north-east
corner, on which to erect o church and
manse on which they propose to expend
£3,000. The Presbyterians were granted
a reserve adjoining.  They beld the next
block, block 404:; that is the coloured
part on the map, and they have erected
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a small church or Sunday school, but | for the purpose of leasing to a golf club
this was spoilt by putting down the bore | a certain portion of “ A™ reserve 6,638,

for the Metropolitan Water Works Board
in close proximity to it. Parliament is
now asked to grant a small portion of
reserve No. 5,183 containing seven acres
in order to compensate them for the land
that has been damaged by the bore and
to give them the necessary room to erect
their church and manse,

Hown.J. W, Hackerr: Do they give up
the old lund ?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
do not think so. I have not information
to that effect, and as far as I can see they
still retain the old land.

Me. KinesminkL: They are Preshy-
terians. :

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
may explain that it is not.an exchange at
all; but Parliament is asked to approve
of granting 100 links alongside the
present site on aceount of the Metro-
politan Waterworks putting down this
bore and thereby spoiling this site; so
much so that there is not sufficient land
left there for a manse and church. I
have a good deal of correspondence from
the muncipal council and the member for
Subiaco, if members reguire me to give
them any farther information in Com-
mittee in connection with that clause.
Clause 3 relntes to a reserve near Green-
mount Station. Members know that Intely
water has been brought from the Mun-
daring Weir to Midland Junction and
Guildford ; and it was thought necessary
to put in a small reservoir within this
park reserve near the Greenmount
station. That is six or seven miles
North of Midland Junction, which
happens to be a class “A' reserve. They
wish to take a small portion of this, 10
weres, for the purpose of puiting down
this reservoir. I do not know but what
ihe reservoir was in course of construction
iome time ago, so that this is really a
watter of form. Seeing that the work
tad to be gone on with, T think the
Government can be excused for their
wtion.  Clanse 4 relates to o reserve io
Fremantle. I think that Mr. Moss and
Japtain Laurie are acquainted with -this

sarticular reserve, because on one occaston
me of these members asked a question
Jout it, inquiring whether this Bill was
o be brought in. The measure has been
or some time before another place. Tt is

park lands, Fremantle, for 15 years. I

¢ would like to draw the attention of mems.

bers to Clause 8 of the agreement which
reads as follows :—

The lessee shall at all times during the said

term allow all persons (whether ratepayers of
the wunicipality of Fremantle or residents of
or visitors to the State of Western Anstralia)
full right and liberty of entrance, resort, use,
and enjoyment in, to, and of the said lensed
land as a public park without exacting there-
for any payment, toll, entrance, or other fee or
reward, and shall keep erected, so as to be
legible from the strects abutting on the esaid
land, a notice that persons may enter the said
Iand, both during play and at other times.
So although this land has been granted
to the golf clab the public will not be
escluded from it in the least. Therefore,
I do not kunow that members will have
any ground for complaint. 1f there is
any information in respect to these
reserves which members desire I shall be
very pleased to give it.

How. J. W. Hacegrr: What is the
area in the first schedule and that of the
third ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
the first schedule 74 acres I think.

Hon. J. W. Kmvesmurnt: It is only
part of it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Five acres have bheen allocated ount of
that reserve at Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. W. HacggTT:
aren in the third Schedule?

THE COLONTAL SECRETARY :
That is a very big area. It is proposed
to take ten acres.

Hon. J. W. Hackprr: Taking the
whole, how big is it.

THE COLONTAL SECRETARY : I
have not the information here, but it is
some couple of hundred acres I think.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

What is the

IN COMMITTEE

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendinent, and
the report adopted. '

BILL—GREENHILLS-QUAIRADING
RAILWAY.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time.
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BILL—DONNYBROOK-PRESTON
VALLEY (UPPER BLACKWOOD)
RAILWAY.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, m
moving the first reading, drew the atten-
tion of hon. members to the fact that
inups showing the land available for cul-
tivation and all the various information
were now on the walls of the House,
and members would probably find time
between this and Monday to look over
them. There were also maps on the
tuble, but those on the walls were fuller.
They gave information in regard to all
these four lines,
Question passed.
Bill read a first time.

BILL—COOLGARDIE-NORSEMANW
RAILWAY.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time,

BILL—HOPETOUN-RAVENSTHORPE
RAILWAY.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time,

LOAN BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the previous day.

Schedule 1-—

Ttem—Coolgardie-Norseman Railway :

Hown, M. T.. MOBS : Were the papers
available, particularly the reports of
Lands officers and of engineers in the
Works Department, in connection with
this line ? )

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: Cer.
tain information coneerning the item
was available, having just been received
from another pluce, where it had been
required in connection with the passing
of a Bill to authorise the coustruction of
the line. Maps showing this and other
railways contained in the schedule were
now in the House. 'The Bill for authoris.
ing the construction of the railway
Laving passed its first reading in this
House, be would undertake when moving
the second reading oun Tuesday next to
afford all the information desived. If
the House then considered the line not
warranted, the Bill could be rejected.
The passing of this item in the loan

[COUNCIL.]

Loan Bill.

schedule wonld not commit the country
to the construction of the line. The
practice of showing itemns in the schedule
to Bills of this description was a recent
one, .

Hown, M. L. Moss: Since 1896 it lud
been custowmary.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
had been the practice during the last few
years, but it was not necessary, as the
Loanx Bill was wmerely an authority to
raise money, uot to expend it, as that
would reguire a Bill authovising the con-
struction of the particalar railway. It
was quite on the cards thut members
would npot be asked to approve the
construction of some of the works
imcluded in the schedules; because if
on farther inquiry and after obtaining
all available data it appeared to the
Government that some of the works were
not warranted, no appropriation would
be sought, and therefore no Bill authoris-
ing the construction would be introduced.
The authorisation of a railway depended
on the information supplied to the House
when the Bill for the construetion of that
railway was before the House-—not on
the passing of items in the schedules to
the Loan Bill. A fear was expresszed
that this might really be the first part of
a railway to Esperance. It was nothing
of the sort. The Government had no
intention of bringing in a Bill for the
construction of a railway to Esperance.
If members consulted the sheets giving
particulars of the line, it would be seen
that this was the cheapesl possible line to
construct, the weight of rails being 451bs.,
and the sleepers half-round. In construe-
tion it would be similar to the light
agricultural railways, and would not at
all serve the purposes of o main line. In
fact it would be more like a tramway
than u railway, and the estimated cost of
about £1,300 a mile, thonugh chewp indeed,
would have been lower but for the cost of
having to carcy water a long way., Un-
less the line were rebmilt at a future
time, it could not serve as a main line to
Esperance. It was uunfair to demand
full information on every item of a Toan
Bill, which could nol be supplied io sowme
ingtances because the infermation had
not yet been obtuined by the Government.
The Government bad ouly been i office
six mouths, und Purliament had been
sitting continuously since. It was first
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hoped that these Railway Bills could be
brought before Parliament some months
ago; but the cowpiling of the schedule, .
the obtaining of information and sifting
the good from the bad in connection
with the numerous public works urgently
veeded in the State, represented many
months of hard work. Now the Govern-
ment had only information suffictent to
justify the introduction of a few of the
projected works; others would probably
be brought down next session, and when
that was done the fullest information
would be supplied to members.

{7 Decenser, 1906.)
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TrE CoLoNiaL SecreTARY: Thatargu-
ment wight be applied when the Bill for
the construction came down.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: 1t would apply
before then, because he intended taking
the responsibility, under Section 46 of

© the Constitution Act, of muving that we

ask the legislative Assembly to agree to
the omission of this item from the
schedule.  He appealed not only to
metropolitan wembers, but to members
representing farming districts, to recollect
what results lay in the possibility of
Esperance heing opened up by a railway

" to that port. In support of his asser-

Hon. M. T. MOSS: Going back to .
1906, the customary practice since then
was to supply such information as was
now desired in connection with this Bill; |
and in the case of proposed railways, 1
particulars were supplied showing the
amount to be spent on each for rails and
fastenings, for rolling-stock and so on.
Yel members were asked to pass the
items in regard to this loan schedule
without any particulars as to the works
on which it was proposed to expend the
money. A sum of £81,000 was allucated
in the Bill to the Cuolgardie-Norsemman
Railway ; but that did not constitute the
whole of the expenditure, because there
was also an item of £66,500 for rails
and fastenings, making a total of £147,500..
Tt wus no argnment that this line would
not, ultimately go to Esperance, to say
that the line was not to standardised, for
all the present main lines were originally
laid with light rails. It was a simple
matter, once the construction work was
done, to replace with heavier rails. 'The
possibility of allowing Esperance to be-
come a competitor of the western ports
should be guarded against. Years ago
when a railway to Esperance was first
wooted we had a Customs tariff to protect
the markets of Western Australia for
producers within  the Btate; but now |
South Australia or any other State conld -
pour goods into Western Australia with
no greater hindrance than the payment
of an ordinary sea freight. It would be |
a calamity to the settled paris of the
State, and a criine to the vested interests
of Perth, Fremantle, and the farming
districts to do ansthing that would assist
Esperance as a port in close proximity
to Adelaide und the producing centres of
the Eastern States. |

tion yesterday that the country was noot
justified in expending this money on a
railway to Norseman, the weagre infor-
mation concerning the Dundas field
afforded, even if uccurate as far as it
went, showed that the field was a poor
one and had wade little progress since
first proclaimed a goldfield. EBven if
there were 1,600 people there now, a
railway to that field was not justified.

Tae Covowiar. SecreTary : How
many people were there at Coolgardie
when the rallway was authorised ¢

Hox. M. L. MOSS : Many thousands,

Tue Coroniar SecreTary: Being
there at the time, he knew that was not
correct. -

Howx. J. T. Growrey: How many
people were there at Sonthern Cross when
the railway was built?

Hown. M. L. MOSS: In dealing with
Coolgardie, we were dealing with a new
field. The wontlly statistical abstract for
October 1906 showed the population of
Norseman, the principal centre of this
goldfield, as 154 males and 99 females;
total, 253. It was fair to assume this
municipality covered a greater area than
those in move settled districts, so probably
the bulk of the mining population was at
or moderately near Norseman. Gold-.
mining was the one industry on which
that centre depended, and according to
the last report of the Mines Department,
the total gold production from Dundas
was in 1904 33,181 ounces; while in 1905
it decreased to 28,736 ounces; and the
gold was worth £3 8s. an ounce, though
many vther portions of the State produced
gald of higher value. The statistics
showed that from its inception the Dundas
goldfield output never exceeded 40,000
ounces per annum, A project for mak-
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ing over 100 miles of railway, costing ' experts alwuys regarded the camrying

£150,000, to serve such a goldfield, had
never before been heard of. The line
would not pay for axle-grease. The
dividends paid by a goldfield were
another good test. The total for 1905
was £0,000, according to page 10 of the
report.
nominal capital of £40,000, one paid

Of two large mines, each with o -

nothing and the other paid £6,000, being

the only mine that paid a dividend in the
Dundas goldfield. By the building of
the railway we should put much faith in
that mine. In 1906 the goldfield com-
prised 85 leases, with a total area of 986
acres; in 1902, 68 leases with 783 acres;
in 1903, 72 leases with 793 acres; in
1904, 88 leases with 913 acres; in 19085,
84 leases with 956 acres; and apparently
only one mine paid a dividend. The
auriferous area of the Dundas goldfield
leases appeared to be ouly 296 per cent.
of such leaseholds throughount the State.
Thus the goldfield wus very small in com-
parison with others. Out of 84 mives
only one paid dividends. What guaran-
tee had we that the wing would not
“ peter out,” gerhﬂ.ps within the next
twelve months ¥ A member said it had
been worked for twelve years. All the
more reason for caution. From 1901
till 1904 there was on the goldfield only
one mineral lease, its area being six acres.
In 1904, 286 miners’ rights were issued
at Norseman, and in 1905, 789.  As the
rights were available throughout the
State there was no proof that the holders
were actually employed on that goldfield.
What wen were employed there? In
1904 the total number employed at gold-
ntining throughout the State was 18,804,
and in 1905, 18,382 ; but in the whele of
the Dundas field the numbers were 4G0
and 435 respectively, plus 25 men em-
ployed in alluvial mining. According to
the return presented to members the
population was 1,600. That need not be
doubted, because a large number must
be employed in carting woed to the
mines; and the railway, while it would

not diminish the number employed in

cutting wood, would seriously diminish
the number of carters. The return
anticipated the bulk of the revenue would
come from carrying firewood. Only
2,000 tons of ordinary freight was esti-
mated, and 8,000 tons of local firewood.

The late Engineer-in-Chief had told him .

capacity of a railway as oue ton per head
of population; so 2,000 tons was prob-
ably considerably over-estimated, and
might be seriously reduced when the
firewood carters were thrown out of
employment. The statistice showed a
mere handful of people on the goldfield,
the municipality itself having less than
300. The bulk of the 1,600 were prob.
ably employed in carting wood. The
mining industry to be accommodated by
the railway employed less than three per
gent. of the total number employed by that
industry in the State. How could the
line be justified in the circumstances?
Members representing the settled portions
of the State should beware of the danger
to be faced if this line were constructed.
The result would be a continual demand
to make Esperance the terminus. Mem-
bers who voted for the project were thus
making a rod for the back of every man
interested in the settled portions of the
country. He moved an amendment—
That the item be struck out.

Tie COLONTAL SECRETARY : Was
the hon. member in order in moving an
ameudment after making a speech ?

Tre CHAIRMAN : Certainly.

Ter COLONIAT, SECRETARY:
Passing this item would in no way bind
the House. The proper time for dis-
cuassion was on the second reading. For
this work Parliament had already passed
£30,000 in the Appropriation Bill, and
the Government could spend that sun
to-day ; yet the hon. member would refuse
to pass this item in the Loan Bill. How
ridiculously inconsistent was the proposal.

How. R. F. SEoLL: The hon. member
said it did not bind members.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Parliament had alrendy anthorised the
Governwent to spend £30,000 on that
line. This Bill was only an authority to
raise » loun. The merits or demerits of
the work could be discussed when the
Bill was bhefore members. He did not
wish tobe rude to the member (Mr. Moss),
but he appealed to members with mining
experience, if there was anything in the
argument used by Mr. Moss. The item
in the Bill was for the construction of a
line to Norseman, Esperance being many
miles farther on. The hon. member
pointed out that there were so many
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mining leases, and se mapy persons resi-
dent in the district. That was no argu-
ment at all. He also said that the
mining cowpanies bad paid no dividends,
andd he advanced that as an argument
againgt the Hine. 1t wasa good reasun in
favour of the line, because if these mines
had been kept going for vears without
paying a dividend, then it was right that
the Government should assist them in
development. The length of the pro-
posed line was 107 wiles. The first 12
miles would bear in a soutberly direction.
Tbe line then passed through Burbanks
-—a flourishing little centre eight or nine
miles from Coolgardie. Then it went to
Londonderry, which certainly was uot
very successful at the present
Farther on it reached Widgemooltha,
and then passed on through Higeinsville,
a flourishing little centre which was likely
to be a very good field indeed which had
sprung into existence within the last few
months. The member did not quote the
population of these centres, only the
population at the terminus of the line.
The returns were likely to be large indeed
from Higginsville. The line would cost,
with rails and fastenings. £147,000, being
£1,379 a mile. [t would be built in the
same way as the agricultural light rail-
wuys,and there was a Bill before another

pliwce providing that a sufficient Tate -
should he charged to enable these lines °

to pay working expenses. At Norseman
there were 87 gold-mining leases, repres-
enting 1,137 acres in existence, and 14
more representing 184 acres applied for.
There were 20 homestead leases represent-
ing 848 acres. These would be accom-
modated by the railwav. At Higgins-
ville there ¥vere 12 gold-mining leases re-
presenting 144 acres, and an additional
10 gold-mining leases representing 161
acres had been applied for. Besides that
there were 152 acres held under pastorul

lease, and 500,000 acres were still avail- |

able, and would be influenced by the line.
The Dundas goldfield had coutributed
290,862 fine sunces of gold, valued at
£1,285,000. The Novseman wmning
centre had contributed 276,000 ounces,
and the remaining ficlds in that centre
bad coutributed 12,000 ounces. Widge-
mooltha had produced 4,082 ounces,
valued at £17,539, aud Lovdonderry had
produced 13,977 ounces, valued at

[7 DecempEnR, 1906.]
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170,000 ounces, valued at £730,000. It
was only 18 months since Higginsville
was discovered, and one battery was now
erected there. This mine bad already
vielded 1,744 fine ounces of gold, valued
at £7480; and it was a district that guve
every promise of turning out a very
valuable feld indeed. The building of
this light line would pay if only with the
carriage of fuel. At the present time we
had companies with lines which bad been
built for the curriage of fuel alone; there
wns the Kurrawang Company which had
a line 100 wiles in extent.

Hon. M. L. Moss: It supplied the
richest goldfield in the world, that was
the rensen.

Thne COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Kulgoorlie gold mines consumed some-
thing like 2,500 to 3,000 tons of fuel every
day of the year, which showed how profit-
able a firewood railway was, and that it
would pay to run this line only for the
firewond. The forest along the Kurra-
wang line was becoming denuded of its
timber, aud along the route of the
line to Norseman there was the
finest timber to be found on the
Eastern Goldfields. If it paid a private
compuny to construct a line for the sake
of timber alone, then it would pay the
Government to eonstroct thisline to carry
timber to the mines. BMr. Montgomery,
the State Mining Engineer, made & report
on this ficld, from which be would quote
This officer was eminently
gualified to make this report, and mem.

* bers should understand that in waking

reports departmental officers nsually erred
on the side of carefulness in order that
in the future their reports might not
prove incorrect. Of this field the report
stated : —

Apart from the published returns of the
leading nines, it has heen ascertained that
there has bLeen a balance of roundly 60,000
ounces of gold bullion from a large number of
smaller mines scattered over a belt of country
some 32 miles in length, extending from
Dundas on the scuth to the Peninzula on the
north. Many of these are very promising
prospecting propositions, orly requiring active
development to hecome important mines. The
general average retorn from the whole field is
seen to be the very satisfactory ome of an
ounce of gold to the ton of guartz.

For the information of members un-
acquainied with mining, he would point

£60,000; while Burbanks had produced , out that a mine yielding an ounce to the
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ton was a valuable property. Most of
those at Kalgoorlie were not even half-
ounce mines, and yet on that return they
were able to pay handsome dividends,
mainly owing to the cheapness of supplies
and the fact that their oves were free-
milling. The report goes on :—

All over the field there are abandoned work-
ings which have not proved payable, but which
under more favourable circumstances would
give a good profit. With better facilities for
working it is probable that the average yield
of the field would fall to from 10 to 12 dwts. of
gold per ton, but the tonnage crushed would
increase greatly. There can be no question
that the construction of the railway would
enormously facilitate and stimulate the work-
ing of these lower-grade mines, enabling
wany of them to become important producers.
The Norseman field suffers very severely on
account of its isolated position, as previously
gtated, in many important pacticulars. There
are two days’ expensive travelling by coach
from Coolgardie, or five days’ walking to be
undertaken by men withing to try there for
employment, and consequently the supply of
casual labour is very limited, and ecreates a
problem diffieult of solution when men are
wanted without delay. Skilled workmen and
mechanicz have usually to be engaged in the
larger centres and brought down to the field
at the expense of the mine, and it becomes a
serious matter to obtain their services unless
constant work can be secured to them for a
considerable time. 'The difficulty of access
also hinders prospectors from coming to the
district, and deters investors from vigiting it.
It is a somewhat serions matter for busy men
to spare the time to go to a place so situated,
and they therefore pass it by in favour of
others more readily reached. The high freights
on goods of all sorts make the cost of living
perceptibly greater than in more favoured
places, and the amount brought to the field is
limited to the minimum that will serve.

Not only was the cost of living high
owing to the isolated position of the
field, but under the Arbitration Court’s
award the rate of wages was the highest
on any goldfield, and was some 30 per
cent. higher than in Kalgoorlie. Mem-
bers who understood mining would recog-
nise what that meant fo mining proposi-
tions on the field. On the question of
freights Mr. Montgomery says:—

Let me quote one instance .re freight.
Coke costing £4 2s. 6d. in Fremauntle costs
£12 10s. in Norseman, as will be setn from the
following coat of five tons of eoke :—Cost Fre-
mantle £20 12s. 6d., railage Fremantle to Cool-
gardie £8 23. 6d., agency and charges £3 153,
cartage at £6 per ton £30; total £62 10s.
Cement costing 12s. 6d. pet barrel at Fremantle
costs £2 16s. in Norseman ; fire-bricks costing
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£5 17s. 6d. per 1,000 at Fremantle cost £34
19s. per 1,000 delivered at the mines,

These figures would show the Commmitee
the disabilities under which the field
laboured.

Memser: What was the difference
likely to be if the railway were built?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Since the mines had been able to keep
going several years under these coudi-
tions, was there not a likelihood of their
paying dividends if Dbetter conditions
were obtained 7 He- trusted the good
sense of the Committee would not per-
mit members to follow the lead of Mr.
Moss on this question. All information
necessary would be given on the second
reading ot the Railway Bill, and again
he reminded members that the passing
of these items in the loan schedule
would not commit the House to the con-
struction of the particular works.

Hown. J. T. GLOWREY : Members
must feel grateful for the eloguent ap-
peal made by Mr. Moss; but he (Mr.
Glowrey) appealed now to the sense of
justice and fair play of hon. members,
and he would not use parochial argu-
ments similar to those used by Mr, Moss.
The chief objection appeared to be that
this line would eventually be extended to
Esperance. Some ten or twelve years
ago, when the project of a railway to
connect Esperavce with the goldfields
was first wooted, there was considerable
difference of opimion as to the starting
point. Originally it was suggested that
the line should start from Esperance,
but that bad long since been abandoned.
And though he was one of the members
representing Esperance in this House,
neither he nor any other member could
now advocate the construction of a line
from Esperance to Norseman, and ne
Government would be justified in pro-
posing to construct such a line. Therve-
fore the chief objection raised by Mr.
Moss wak not likely to be realised ; and he
made that statement with a due regard
to his duty and his position in relation
to the constituency. A raillway to
Norseman had been before this House
on many occasions; once a Bill passed
another place and was defeated in this
Chamber by one vote; and this House
had since affirmed the advisability of
constructing a railway from Norseman
| to the goldfieids. The 110 miles between




Loan Bill;

Coolgardie and Norseman, with the es-
geption of about five to ten miles, was
auriferons countiry. Burbanks, the first
stage of the line, had yielded £730,000

[7 Decemner, 1906.]

worth of gold; thence the line would -

traverse Londonderry to the Widge-
mooltha district, in which there were
immense ore bodies. During the past
week the richest gold yet discovered in
the State was found at Widgemooltha.
Higginsville, the next stage, was dis-
covered only about twelve months, and
thus far had proved a most promising
centre, while Norseman had produced a
million and a quarter’s worth of gold,
which was a good record. Water was
plentiful along the proposed route, amwple

supplies being provided by Goverament |

for teamsters' use. At Burbanks, Horse
Rocks, Widgemooltha, and Picneer there

million gallons, while the capacity of the
dam at Norseman was seven and a half
to eight millions of gallons. The rain-
fall was fairly good, about 11 inches;
and the recent establishment of an agri-
cultural ghow at Norseman demonstrated
that vegetables, wheat, and agricultural
products conld be grown there.
would supply members with the latest
available information in the way of
mining reports to show the justifica-
tion for this necessary work.  The
last report of Mr. Montgomery awply
justified the line. He stated that the
Londonderry, which had produced 15,000
ounces of gold, was sure to attract the
attention of prospectors if the railway
were built, and might cone into promin-
ence at any time; that at Widgemooltha
several lodes were known to be gold-
bearing, the finds extending over a con-
siderable area, and though the average
return was small, some good bunches of
oré had been found at times; that while
the production of the ficld up to date was
small, if the railway were constructed
some of the reefs would probably be
worked vigorously and be provided with
machinery. Mr. Montgomery’s opinion
should be more reliable than that of Mr,
Moss. The report continued that with
the advent of a railway there was little
doubt the mines would receive attention,
and that at least one or two would be
worked on a considerable scale; that
Widgemooltha, with its present popula-
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much support to the railway, but with
the line the population would greatly in-
crease; and that the field was easily able
to support ten times its present popula-
tion, for numerous promising reefs

. awaited the attention of companies with

capital. What better evidence could be
brought forward for the railway? What
wounld Kalgoorlie be it handicapped like
Norgseman? Would Mr. Moss refuse
Kalgoorlie a railway ?  The State Miniog
Enpgineer liad no object in writing a mis-
leading report. The traffic on the line
could not possibly be estimated, but it
must be considerable, for the railway
would increase the popunlation and the
freights.

Hon. M. L. MOBS: Would the Colonial
Secretary undertake to produce all the

. reports in the Works Department with
were dams with each a capacity of three .

He '

tion, could not be regarded as offering .

reference to this line? If so, the amend-
ment would be withdrawn, and the line
attacked on the second reading of the
Railway Bill.

Tue COLONJAL SECRETARY : Yes.
The Gevernment did not want to with-
hold any information; but, the veports
being humerous, having aceumulated since
1896-7, some might be overlooked, and
he did not wish to be charged with
breaking his promise. What papers did
the hon. member want ?

Hox. M. L. MOSS: All the reports for
the last four vears, of engineers and
others, particularly those dealing with
the possibility of the line sbowing a
profit,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hox. J. M. DREW : The Bill author-
ised the raising of practically 2% mil-
lions; but hefore the works sche-
duled were completed, five millions
would be needed. No sufficient reasons
were adduced here or elsewhere for this
loan. The Government wure guing too
far in asking authority to raise money
sufficient for five or six years’ expendi-
ture; for they had no right to anticipate
Leing im office for three or four vears

longer. Last month showed a deficit of
£46,000, and the previous month
£43.000. The total deficit was about

half a million. The House had refused to
sanction a land tax, which would have
vielded only £60,000; vet this loan of
2% millions, at, roughly, four per cent.
would invelve a yearly revenue charge
of &£100,000, and after four years,
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£25,000 udditional must be provided
annually for sinking fund. Who would
find the money? The property-owners
of Western Australin. We could not
raise it through the Customs; we must
have a heavy land tax and an income
tax. A fair proporttion of the items
would not pay for years. He would
speak on the Norseman railway oun the
second reading of the Railway Bill.
The Mt. Magnet - Black Range rail-
way was practically omitted from the
Bill, the expenditure proposed for the
next twelve months being only £2,000.
Nothing was proposed as to the Upper
Chapman railway, though threc unjustifi-
able ratlways were granted to the Great
Southern district, near Bunbuty, for
instance, where for many years there had
been no new settlers. The southern
rallways already built were built simply
to advance the value of old settlers’
ostates. Tbe schednle showed £114,000
for *“Development of Agriculture,”
though for many years the vote was
£18,000, of which only £13.000 was
spent. Unless there was a special sclieme
in view, the intention must be that the
sum should cover six years.

[COUNCIL.]

" of the line naw.
He sup-

ported Mr. Moss’s denunciation of spend-

ing £175,000 from loan oun public build-
ings. None by any stretch of imagination
could characterise a public building as a
reproductive work.

Hov. M. L. MOSS:
Colonial Secretary make the same pro-
misc in regard to the whole of the railway
itens that he made in reference to the
Coolgardie-Norseman line. He desired
to see the reports from the Railway
Department and the Works Departinent

Would the

a8 to the possibility of the lines paving. .

There were bound to be reports by Lands,
Railways, and Works officials, and it was

right that all information should be !
. available to metwmbers who desived to -

know what land there was in the im-
nediate locality of these lines, and what
chance there was of the railways paying.
When voting money ruvning into milltons
it was necessary to make the most
exhaustive examination.

Hox. J. M. DREW: A short while
before the Lakour Government left office
three reports were received in connection
with the Norseman line which were most
damaging to that proposal. He would

like to sce the reports luid on the Table. |

wm Committee.

One was from the Works Depurtment,
one from the Mines Dopartment, and one
by a representative of the railways.

How. M. L. MOSS wanted information
in regurd to the first four lines mentioued
in the schedule. With regard to the
Greenhills-Quairidiog line he was not so
particular because he had made certain
investigations into it and it seemed
justifiable. He did not ask for any
information in conpection with the
Hopetonn-Ravensthorpe line either.,

Hon. . CONNOR: Did the Govern-
ment propose to bring forward o Bill
this session toconstruct the Port Hedlund-
Murble Bar railway, what kind of line
was it intended to construet? If the
Government were not prepared to build
this line to develop that district was it
possible for the proposition to be hmilt by
private enterprise ?

Tas COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
fact of the item appearing on the loan
schednle showed that it was the intention
of the Government to build the line, but
we had not sufficient information to ask
the House to consent to the construction
As to the building of
the line by private enterprise, that was
outside the scope of the Bill. It was a
question of policy. Personally he wus
not against private enterprise huilding a
line if the State could not atford to build
it. But he was not prepared to commit
the Government te anything in that
respect.

Howx. J. W. WRIGHT: Were there
plans prepared on flying surveys available
for members? The Government must
have sectional plans of the railways they
intended to construct.

TueCOLONIAL SECRETARY: That
data would be placed before members
when the Bills were brought forward.

Hox. F. CONNOR: Wonld the recom-
mendation of the members of Purliament
who visited the North. West be taken into

| cousideration in regard to the building of

the Marble Bar line? The Norseman line,
which he tntended to vote for, was not half
as important as a lige from Port Hedland
to Marble Bar. If a line was constructed
between the coast and the Pilbarra gold-
fields there would be greas developments,
and thousands of people would go to that
place.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
Government were quite alive to the im.
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portance of the Pilbarra district, and a
great deal was expected from the develop-

ment of the mineral conntry in Pilbarra.

The Port Hedlind railway might be more

important than the Norseman line, and
it was the opinion of the Government
that the Port Hedland line should be
built, but the Government had not suf-
ficient data to warrant them in bringing
forward a Bill for the construction of that
live at the present time.

At 630, the CHarrMAN left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Item—Dlack Rauge Rutlway :

How. W. PATRICK : How wasit pro-
posed to expend the £2,000 set down for
this year?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
This suin was for proceeding with the
permanent survey and obtaining neces-
sary information,

How. J. M. DREW : Would the rail.
way be constructed the same as a light
agricultural line ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY was
not prepared to say definitely, but this
being part of 2 main line he helieved it
would be constructed on a better scale
than the Norseman or the light agricul-
tural railways.

Ttem — Bunbury Harbour
£44,000

Hoxn. M. L. MOSS: Was this for
entirely new work, or was 1. part of the
money already expended; if so, how
mnch ?

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY could
not give the exact figures. A consider-
able portion of the vote had been expended,
and for the halance a contract was now
in hand for the extension of the jetty and
breakwater.

Hox. M. T. MOSS: It was an astound-
ing position that there should be an
admission from the Treasury bench that
moueys listed in a schedule to a Loan
Bill had already been spent. It was the
essence of parliamentary government,
particularly in regard to moneys to be
raised by loan, that there should be no
expenditure without parliamentary au-
thority.

Tre CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : A previous
Government with which the hon, member

Works,
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was connected had sunctioned the ex-
penditure,

Hox. M. L. MOSS could not aceept
the statement that any Government with
which, he had been associated would
anticipate espenditure intended to be
included in o Loan Bill « vear later. He
was not prepared to vote for the passing
of an item, when it would make this
House & mere registering machine for a
Government that expended loun money
without parliamentary authority.

Tre COLONIAL- SECRETARY:
The wmoney was not spent without
anthority. The expenditure having been
authorvised, and there being no separate
vote available against which to charge
the expenditure, it was charged against
the Loun Suspense Account. The item
was passed last year in the loan schedule.

How. M. L. MOSS: What he desired
tn konow was whether any portion of this
£44,000 was contained in any previcus
authorisation, or whether it was an
entirely new espenditure. The Minister
apparently was not certain on the point.

Tre CoLoNIAL SECRETARY assured the
hon. member it was not an entirely new
expenditure.

How. M. L. MOSS: Would the
Minister tell the Committee what amount
had been expended to dale at Bunbury
out of loan and general revenuve funds.

Tre COLONRIAL SECRETARY: To
do that would require time, and entail
the obtaining of many returns. He could
not give the information on the spur of
the moment with any degree of accuracy.
He could quote figures from printed
matter, but such inforniation might be
ingomplete.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: According to
the report of the Public Works Depart-
ment for the yeur ending December
1905, £82,828 19s. 10s. had been spent,
fron loan funds up to that tiine, and in
addition enormous sums had been ex-
pended out of revenue. It was important
that the House and the country should
know the total cost of those works to
date, and also what works were to be
constructed with the £44000 in this
schedule. Harbour works stoed in a
different position from railways, as separ.
ate Bills fer harbour expenditure were
not brought in; hence the House had a
right to know before passing this large
amount what the Government proposed
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to do in connection with it. On page 17
of the Works Report he found this dis-
guieting statement:—

The sand accumulation round the head of
the existing mole shows no indication of
lessening ; and the periodical survey to deter-
ming the advance will be undertaken as nsual.
That was some time prior to December
1905. He bad given the total expendi-
ture from loan moneys, but the House
should be supplied with the details of
expenditure from revenue, and should
know exactly what work bad been done
to date and what was intended to be
done with this £44,000. In passing this
Loan Bill authorising the raising of two
and a half willions of money, the House
was asked to treat the matter with as
little consideration as if dealing with a
small sum.

TaE CoroNiaL SEcrETARY ; The item
had been pussed in the Appropriation
Bill.

How. M. L. MOS8: The passing of
the Appropriation Bill was merely in
compliznce with the Audit Act; and
without a Loan Bill, the Appropriation
Bill would be useless to the Govermnent.
Since he would have to justify his action
to his constituents were he to vote for
such a large sum in the dark and without
information, he was not going to do so.
He suggested that progress be reported
so that available information could he
supplied.

Hon. C. SOMMERS agreed with the
previous speaker. A considerable sum
had been already expended at Bun-
bury, and very little information sup-
plied. It was generally admitted that
the harbour was silting up. He
desired ta know whal the result of this
expenditure wus to be, and what the
ultimate cost of the harbour would be.
Returns showing the amount of revenue
derived in barbour dues should also he
supplied, so that members might know
whether the expenditure sanctioned in
the past and proposed for the future was
justified.

How. J. M. DREW : The Government
deserved credit for laving brought
down the Loan Bill earlier than
in previous yeurs, and sufficiently
early to allow of mature consideration
being given to the various items.
It was surprising to hear the Minister
say we were committed to some of this

[COUNCIL.]
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expenditure. If so, Darliament was
simply a farce, and to ask for consent to
such expenditure was an insult, Bun-
bury was fortunate in being the birth-
place of Premiers. TFrom loan, £82,000
had been spent on its harbour, and we
did not know how much from revenue.
The port had u fair export trade, but not
sufficient to justify spending £44,000
additional. For lack of information the
Colonia! Becretary was not to blame.
He (Mr. Drew), when leading the House,
had experienced the same difficulty.
But as there was no need for the session
to close till Christinas Eve, we should
insist on full information. The Railway
Bills could be cousidered when brought
in; but passing such items as these
would enable the Government to dispose

« of them fioally.

Hon. B. LAURIE : The present Gov-
ernment could hardly be Dblamed for
trying to make the Bunbury Harbour
safe. It was rapidly filling up, and
assistance might ultimately be required
10 cure u similar defect in the Fremantle
Harbour. The export trade of Bunbury
was iwmense, but tbe barbour should
never have been constructed on the pre-
sent lines, the accommodation heing
altogether unsuitable to the magnificent,
cargo steamers which called there. The
information asked for should be supplied.

Hon. F. Conxor: The Colonial
Secretary said this money had been
spent.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : No.
In the Appropriation Bill Parliament
ugreed to spending £56,000 for the
current year, so there was some money
in hand; but the late Government, of
which Mr. Moss was a Minister, lot
a contract for the breakwater. To
give foll information on cach of these
1tems was impossible, for they represented
hundreds of small works throughout the
country. This session the Loan Bill was
brought down eight or nine days before
ihe anticipated date of closing, whereas
in Mr. Drew’s and other Ministers' time
that Bill and the Estimates were brought
down on the duy of prorogation. In-
formation as to the Bunbury Hurbour
would be given later. The cootract bad
been let and the work done. Possibly
the vontract price did not vover the full
amount of the item.



Lowun Bill:

Hox, . CONNOR: It was certainly
an insult toask the House to pass money
for work alrendy done, How long wonld
a commwereial firm last on the same lines ?

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Hox. M. T, MOSS: This session the
Coloniul Secretary frequently objected
that he (Mr. Moss) had held office in a
Government that did so-and-so.  His
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" harbour was continually in o dangerons
condition, und the Government had 1o a
certain extent to anticipate expenditure
on this work.

Hox. R. LAURIE : At a harbour like

. Bunbury protection must be afforded to

© be done.

position then was purely honorary, and .

probubly the presest Premier might have
had something to do with the very works
which the Colamial Secretary condemned.

Tue Covowial Secrerary did not
condemn them.

How. M. I.. MOSS would he astonished
to know that the late Government had,
without parlinmentary authority, let
contracts in excess of their loan anthori-
sations. If so, we ought to hear more of
it in the Auditor General’s veport. My,
Bell, Engineer for Harbours and Rivers,
stated on the 31st December last, with
reference to Bunbury, that on the data
obtained varions schemes for an inner
harbour, as well as for the development
of the outer harbour, had resulted iu
the decision to provide [or the time
being improved shipping facilities by
extending the present jetty 300 feet
and the brenkwater 800 feel. The
report spoke of an alternutive scheme
for an inner harbour. Was this £44,000
to be spent in commencing a work of
that character? We knew from the
reports of the late Mr. O’Connor that the
construction of an inner harbour at
Bunbury would run into many thousands
of pounds. No member could give an
intelligent account of what the £44,000
was to be applied to. At no time had
members been asked to pass n meusure
for borrowing a large sum of money with
so little information; and the Minister
himself could not tell members what the
myoney was to be cxpended on. He
moved—

That the consideration of the item be post-
poned until the end of the schedule.

Tue CHAIRMAN: It was not iu order
to move such a motion.

Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE understood
Mr. Moss not approving of expenditure

shipping. If the Bunbury harbour was
mtended to be used, then something must
A month ago he stood on the
Bunbury jetty and saw a large steamer
break a 20-inch spring as easily as one
could break a piece of thread. That was
evidence that something was required to
be done there. Tf the harbour had been
started wrongly that was no reason why
additional protection should not bhe
afforded in the present harbour. The
harbour at Bunbury was filling up every
vear ; the (Government would have to send
a dredge down very soon to clear the
harbour. A contract had been let 12
months ago to lengthen the jetty by 800
feet, and the breakwater by 800 feet, and
the work on the jetiy was finished only
a wonth ago. He was satisfied from bis
knowledge that farther protection was
required at Bunbury for shipping. If
we were to keep the Buvobury harbour
open we must provide protection for
shipping, or we should have one of the
largest disasters oceurring in the harbour
that ever took place.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
was debatable whether the harbour at
Bunbury should have been constructed
in its present position, but the fact
remained that it was so constructed.
Bighteen months ago a large sum of
money was spent on the harbour and
farther work was required, which wounld
ron into £40,000 or £50,000. The
Rason Government called for tenders
for the extension of the breakwater and
the jetty, which amounted altogether to
.£80 001}, and the £44,000 on the schedule
was portion of the £80,000, there only
being £60,000 at that time in hand.
When a work of this character was

- started it could not be stopped abruptly.

on hurbour works at any place eseept -
Fremantle ; such a proposal would receive -

11g strenuous opposition.

The Bunbury .

The Government could not afford to allow
the whole of the money which had been
expended on the harbour works at
Bunbury to be wasted, for the sake of
spending £40,000 now.

Hox. M. T. MOSS wauted to he satis-
fied that this money was not for any new
scheme. If the Colonial Secretary had
assured members that the money was for
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the completion of works alrveady started,
he would have heen satisfied; but he
could not believe that the preceding
Government, in anticipation of a possible
Loan Bill, had exceeded the amount of
money that they were justified in taking
out of loan for this or any other work. If
that was done, then it was a highly im-
proper thing and unconstitutional, and he
said this even if he condemned his own
colleagues. The Government should not
expend public money without parlia-
mentary authority, even if the Bunbuory
harbour work had to stend still. If there
was no parlismentary anthority to spend
money then the work should stand still.
He ohjecled to the ungenerous remarks
of Mr. Brimage, who inferred that
he was opposed to the expenditure of
mouey on any harbour except Fremantle,
Such observations were contemptible,and
while they should be withdrawn it was
sufficient for his purpose that he now
gave them a flat denial. If the present
posttion of the harbour works at Bun-
bury was dangerous, and this £44,000
was vequired to put them in the safe
condition Captuin Laurie said they should
be in, he desired only that the ihforma-
tion he asked should be supplied, and
he would then he satisfied to cast his
vote. His action in drawing attention to
the matter had been justified by other
members, and had resuited practically in
extracting from the Minjster the desired
information. ]

Hon. J. M. DREW: Any previous
Goveroment which bad commtted the
country to this expenditure without par-
lizmentary authority was guilty of a
gross breach of public trust, and Parlia-
ment should take the first oppurtunity of
signifying its opinion of that action.
He declined to support the item antil
farther information was atforded of ex-
penditure from loaz aund revenue in con-
nection with the Bunbury harbour works,
and a statement was also required of the
value of imports and exports at that port
for the pust three years. Meinbers would
then be in a position to decide whether
or not Bunbury was likely to continue to
he a sort of financial sink.

Hon. G. RANDELL: Members were |
justified in asking for information on the |

item. ‘While accepting no responsibility
in connection with the decision to con-
struct the outer harbout at Bunbury—as
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tn Committee,

he had been at the outset ineclined ¢
support the scheme of the late Mr
O’Connor for o harbour iuside the
estuary—he was in accord with Captail
Laurie iz saying that Bunbury harbow
should be made as complete as possible
A considerable trade in timber wa
now carried on at the port, and i1
the 'future there were prospects tha
this wonld be supplemented by an ex
port trade iu coal, in some form. If thi
silting continuved, dredging would haw
to be resorced to for keeping the harbouw
clear, and any reasonable expenditun
in this connection would not be be
grudged either by Parliament or th
country, as we could not have too man
harbours on our coast. But in view o
the necessity for dredging, it would seen
that the muer harbour scheme, estimatec
formerly to cost £500,000, would haw
heen the cheaper. The information aske
for might be in the printed slips suppliec
to members, but he had tried in vain &
extract the figures as presented. Th
Minister should supply the details.

Hox. J. W, Hackerr: In the absenc
of the desired information, would it no
be well to adjourn the debate ?

Hon, J. M. DREW moved to postpon:
the consideration of this schedule.

Hox. R. F. SHOLL: Members ex
pected too much from the Minister 1
desiring that he shounld supply all th
details of expenditure off-hand.

Toe CoLuoviaL SECrRETARY had giver
all the available information.

How. R. F. SHOLL: Apparently i
failed to satisfy members.

Tue CoLonrar SecreETary: Whel
information was given to Mr. Moss, tha
member declined to accept it, questioning
its accuracy.

Hox. R. F. SHOLL : It would be ad
visable to postpone the item.

Tae Corowtar SECrETARY had sug
gested that course three-gquarters ol a1
hour before, buot the Committee ther
declined to follow it.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY : The ques
tion exercising the minds of mewmber:
was whether this £44,000 bad alread)
been expended or was intended for futun
expenditure, and from the Minister’
statement it was appareot that a portior
at least of the money had already heer
spent. Many members failed to recog

| nise the importance of Bunbury as ;



Loan Bill.

shipping port, at which on many oceasions
there was »n greater namber of vessely
than at Fremantle. At times it was
difficult to tind acenmmodation at the
jetty for vessels using the port; there-
fore, whoever bad authorised the expen-
diture, it was justified hy the need for
accommodation of the shipping.

Hon. J. M. DREW: The Comumittee
should insist on having the required
information. There was no wish to
block the Bill, which could be put
through its rem‘unmg stages on Mon-
day.

Hox. J. W. HACEETT: Would not

the hon. membet’s object be served by .

passing the schedule now, and askiog for
information on the third reading 7 It
was needless to show the importavee of
improving the harbour at Bunbury,
which would svon take its place in the
first rank of Australian ports.
was a movement on foot which might
revolutiomise the whole of the South-
West. [f present developments con-
inued, the export of wool and lambs
vould assume gigantic dimensious. Be-
sween Fremantle and Albany there must

7 Decevpegr, 19067

Question, vir, 3571

THE CoLoxrar Secrerary: The Bill
coull be vecommitted.

Hox. J. M. DREW: That would be
a roundabout procedure. Better report
progress, and between now and Monday

- procure the information required.

There |

7e an auchorage, and nopoe could be

‘ound except at Bunbury.

Tue COLONTIAL
Even Mr. Drew admitted that very full
nformation had been given. Why then
sostpone the item? As shown on the
raper distributed, the total estimated
:ost of the Buobury barbour works was
£73,619. The authorisation passed was
£56,000, and an additional £17,000
nust be spent to complete the work. In
his Bill we were passing £44,000, the
mlance being in previous Loan Bills.
Che moner was to pay for the breakwater
ontract, over £60,000, for the comple-
ion of the jetty extension 216 feet, and
he breakwater extension 800 feet. As
o the trade of the port, he had just
btained some information. Eight years
go the exports of Bunbury were only
311,000 ; last vear they were £500,000,
.nnmpa.lly timber. The export tonnage
7as considerably greater than that of
*remantle or any other port in the State.
L postponement, however long, could
ardly euable him to obtain farther in-
prmation.

Hox. J. M. DREW : If the Bill were
assed through Committee, we could not
hen send a suggestion to another place.

SECRETARY:

On motion by the Hon. M. L. Moss,
progress reported and leave given to sit
again.

BILL—JANDAKOT-ARMADALE
RAILWAY.

Received from the Legislative As-
sembly, and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 843 o’clock,
until the next Monday afternoon.

Legiglatibe Assembly,
Friday, 7th December, 1906.
PacE
Queshons Hopetoun Harbour, Wages .. 3571
On o legal point (out of order) .. 3572
Paper : Distinguished Vicitors, explmmtlon . 3572
Lenve of Absence .. .. 36572
Railway Bills (5), the stan-es concluded—

Donnybrook-Upper Blnckwood ... .. 3572
Coolgardie-Norseman .. 3573
Greenhills-Quairnding o 3574
Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe ... .. 3575
Jandakot-Armadale 3576

Betterment Priveiple (see ﬂnder Dolmybmok Bﬂ]) 3;;2
Bills: Roads nnd Streets Closure, 2. . 3575

Mines Regulation, Recommxttn] reported 3589
Municipal Carpomtlous Counc:] ) Amend
ments, progress . . . 3602

Tar SPEAEER took the Chair at
3 o'clock p.m.

PrAaYERS.

QUESTION—HOPETOUN HARBOCUR,
WAGES,

Mr. HUDSON asked the Premier: 1,
Has the Minister authorised the redue-
tion of the wages of men working on the
jetty at Hopetouu to the rates paid at
Fremautle : and if so, why? 2, Did the



